
1- STAND. COM. REP. NO. 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

APR 0 1 2015 
RE : S.R. No. 107 

S.D. 1 

Honorable Donna Mercado Kim 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Eighth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2015 
State of Hawaii 

Madam : 

Your Committees on Hawaiian Affairs and Agriculture, to which 
was referred S.R. No. 107 entitled: 

"SENATE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
TO DEVELOP A STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE PROTECTION OF TARO BY 
IMPLEMENTING THE PROPOSALS SET FORTH IN ACT 211, SESSION LAWS 
OF HAWAII 2008, AND THE RECOMMENDATIONS OUTLINED IN THE TARO 
SECURITY AND PURITY TASK FORCE'S 2010 REPORT TO THE 
LEGISLATURE, I' 

beg leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to request that the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs develop a strategic plan for the 
protection of taro by implementing the recommendations of the Taro 
Security and Purity Task Force established by Act 211, Session 
Laws of Hawaii 2008, and the recommendations set forth in the Taro 
Security and Purity Task Force's 2010 report to the Legislature. 

Your Committees received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Taro Security and Purity Task Force, Association of 
Hawaiian Civic Clubs, Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii, 
Hawaii Farmers Union United, Koolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, and 
two individuals. Your Committees received comments on this 
measure from the Department of Land and Natural Resources, Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs, and Aha Moku Advisory Committee. 

Your Committees acknowledge the important and unique role 
that taro plays with regard to the people and culture of Hawaii. 
Your Committees specifically recognize the positive impact and 
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results arising from the efforts of the Taro Security and Purity 
Task Force. However, testimony was received by the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs and from the Taro Security and Purity Task Force 
over concern that the Office of Hawaiian Affairs is not the 
appropriate agency to implement the recommendations of the Taro 
Security and Purity Task Force. Therefore, the Taro Security and 
Purity Task Force recommended that this measure be amended to 
instead acknowledge the Legislature's support of the Taro Security 
and Purity Task Force's efforts and reformation as a legislatively 
enabled body, should that be the desire of the taro farming 
community . 

Your Committees have amended this measure by: 

(1) Removing provisions requesting that the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs develop a strategic plan to implement 
the recommendations set forth in the Taro Security and 
Purity Task Force's 2010 report to the Legislature; 

(2) Inserting language: 

(A) Acknowledging the positive impact of the Taro 
Security and Purity Task Force; and 

( B )  Supporting the reformation of the Taro Security and 
Purity Task Force as a legislatively enabled body, 
should the taro farming community determine the 
need to do so; 

(3) Inserting language requesting the proposed legislatively 
enabled entity to continue to work with government 
agencies to determine the most appropriate agency 
relationship; 

(4) Inserting additional findings; 

(5) Amending its title; and 

(6) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for the 
purposes of clarity and consistency. 

As affirmed by the records of votes of the members of your 
Committees on Hawaiian Affairs and Agriculture that are attached 
to this report, your Committees concur with the intent and purpose 
of S.R. No. 107, as amended herein, and recommend that it be 
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referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, in the form attached 
hereto as S.R. No. 107, S.D. 1. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committees on Hawaiian Affairs 
and Agriculture, 

MAILE S.L. SHIMABUKURO, Chair 
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